
 

 

Taking Steps to  

Effective Invasive Grass Management 

 Boise, Idaho  September 14-17, 2010 

Revegetation Adaptive 
Management 

Preventing 
Invasion 



Ecologically-based 
Invasive Plant 
Management (EBIPM) 
is a fresh new approach 
that promotes the 
most efficient use of 
funds in understanding 
and applying weed 

management solutions to expanding infestations 
of invasive plants.  
 
The EBIPM Field School  is designed to teach the 
application of EBIPM principles in a ‘learn-by-doing’ 
in-the-field setting. EBIPM provides the principles 
and strategies to stop treating symptoms and to 
start repairing the underlying problems that cause 
the invasion. 

At the EBIPM field school you will: 
Understand the processes that direct plant 
community change and how to manage these 
processes to improve rangeland health. 
Learn how to use site-specific criteria to prevent 
and manage invasive species. 
Understand how plant communities can be 
invasion-resistant/resilient and less likely to burn. 
Increase your understanding of adaptive 
management  
Be ready to tackle your invasive plant challenges. 

 
Using our learn-by-doing format you will leave the 
school with: 

methods to assess ecological processes in need 
of repair,  
how to use ecological principles to formulate 
management strategies,   
a technique that allows you to adjust strategies 
and identify best management practices as 
management progresses and 
helpful user guidelines and a workbook to 
enhance your EBIPM adoption.  

EBIPM - A New Cost-Effective Approach of Science-Based Solutions 

 

In the Field: Boise Field Locations 

The expansion of invasive annual grasses and noxious weeds in the Boise 
foothills east of the city continues to become more and more problematic. 
The area has seen an increase in fires and floods and the subsequent erosion, 
threats to homes and habitat loss has alerted the community to the need for 
prevention and restoration management. Area-wide Project sites at Warm 
Springs are situated in what is virtually a medusahead monoculture.   

A fire in 2009 in the foothills northeast of Boise, burned more than 200 acres 
in a recreation area of primarily Basin big sage, three-awn grasses and 
cheatgrass. A volunteer effort (urban-wildland boundary) is underway to 
restore the burned area and educate the public and recreationalists about the 
need for management and prevention. A 20-acre EBIPM site was set up with 
four high-density seeding studies that were initiated in winter 2010. 

The BLM World Center for Birds of Prey in Boise has experienced a 
devastating infestation of invasive annual grasses prompting the need for 
restoration management and prevention efforts. A management plan is 
currently in development to treat the annual grasses in this high-traffic, 
heavily-infested area. 



Day 2: Wednesday, September 15 - In the field all day at Skate Park Fire Location 

Morning 

1. The Three Causes of  Succession: A Demonstration - Roger Sheley 

2. Linking Rangeland Health Assessment to Ecological Processes in Disrepair - Completing an Assessment 

Using EBIPM - Roger Sheley & Mike Pellant, Great Basin Restoration Initiative Coordinator, BLM Boise, ID 

Afternoon 

1. Site Availability: Using Disturbance to Favor Desired Species and to Disfavor Invasive Species - Jeremy 

James, Plant Physiologist, USDA-ARS Burns, OR 

2. Site Availability: Historical Disturbances & Understanding How Management Can be Guided by Past Land 

Uses - Lesley Morris, Historical Ecologist, Utah State University Logan, UT 

3. Species Availability: Understanding Seed Dispersal to Prevent the Spread of Invasive Species- Roger 

Sheley 

4. Evaluating  Disturbances: Equipment and the Disturbances they Create - Stuart Hardegree, Plant 

Physiologist, USDA-ARS-Northwest Watershed Research Center Boise, ID & Nancy Shaw, Research 

Botanist, USDA Forest Service Boise, ID 

Day 3: Thursday, September 16 

Morning - Boise ARS - Washington Group Auditorium 

1. Species Availability: Enhancing the Establishment of Desired Species - Stuart Hardegree 

2. Species Performance: Weather, Climate Variability and Plants’ Response to the Environment - Giving You 

Permission to do Restoration - Stuart Hardegree 

Afternoon - In the Field at the Skate Park Fire Location  

1. Species Performance: Resource Acquisition and Principles to Manage Invasive Species -  Josh Leffler, 

Research Associate, USDA-ARS Forage and Range Research Lab Logan, UT & Jeremy James & Tom 

Monaco, Ecologist, USDA-ARS Forage and Range Research Lab Logan, UT  

2. Species Performance: Using Stress and Interference and Principles to Direct Plant Community Change - 

Tom Monaco & Tony Svejcar, Rangeland Scientist, USDA-ARS Burns, OR 

3. Erosion on Rangelands: A Case for EBIPM, Rainfall Simulation Demonstration in the Boise Foothills - ARS  

Northwest Watershed Research   

Day 4: Friday, September 17 - In the Field at Birds of Prey 

Morning 

1. Putting EBIPM to Use: Applying EBIPM to Landscape Situations in the Boise Foothills  - The field 

school will culminate with  participants working together with scientists in developing a decision 

support tool  based on  an actual field situation.  

Day 1: Tuesday, September 14 

Afternoon - Meet at ARS Northwest Watershed Research Centerɂ720 Park Boulevard, Boise Id 

1. Welcome, Introductions, Expected Outcomes - Roger Sheley, Ecologist, USDA-ARS Burns, OR 

2. The Background and development of the EBIPM Model - Why we need EBIPM - Roger Sheley 

3. Creating and Meeting Land Use Objectives - Chad Boyd, Rangeland Scientist, USDA-ARS Burns, OR 

 Boise 2010 -Field School Schedule 



 

 

For More Information, Contact 
Brenda Smith at: 

brenda.smith@ars.usda.gov 
(541) 573-4084 

Or go to www.ebipm.org 

The usefulness and worth of our valuable rangeland 

continues to diminish with the spread of invasive weeds, 

despite our efforts at control. So far, we’ve merely been 

treating the symptoms. This pattern must be reversed.  

The only cost associated with the EBIPM Field School is 

your time and commitment to learning about Ecologically-

based Invasive Plant Management. We hope you’ll take 

what you learn back home with you and apply the 

principles to start solving the true problems of invasive 

annual grasses. 

Near the ARS NW Watershed Research Center: 

Doubletree Club Boise  - 0.41 miles away  

475 W Park Center Blvd, Boise, ID 83706  

(208) 345-2002  

 

Courtyard-Boise Downtown  - 0.37 miles away 

222 S Broadway Ave, Boise, ID 83702  

(208) 331-2700  

 

Spring Hill Suites  - 0.84 miles away  

424 East Park Center Blvd, Boise, ID 83706  

(208) 342-1044  

 

Grove Hotel  - 0.96 miles away 

 245 S Capitol Blvd, Boise, ID 83702   

(208) 333-8000  

 

Cambria Suites  - 2.51 miles away  

 2970 Elder St, Boise, ID 83705  

(208) 344-7444  

 

A few links to help you find accommodations: 

  Visit Idaho - places to stay: 

www.visitidaho.org/placestostay 

  Boise Visitor Accommodations: 

 www.boise.org/Visitors/Accommodations.aspx 

Boise Visitor’s Guide: www.boise.org 

No  Registration Cost Accomodations 

The instructors at the EBIPM Field School have multiple 

years’ experience in helping land managers develop more 

effective management for invasive plants. They have 

been involved with multiple research projects aimed at 

unlocking the ecological  causes of invasive plants 

infestations.  

Each instructor is committed to working closely with land 

managers to solve this critical issue that is currently 

effecting or threatening vast acreages of rangeland 

throughout the Great Basin. We have an integrated team 

of rangeland scientists and ecologists from USDA 

Agricultural Research Service, university and other 

agency researchers throughout the Great Basin region. 

We know you will find this field school one of the most 

productive uses of your time if you are dealing with 

invasive plant issues.   

Our Instructors 

mailto:brenda.smith@ars.usda.gov?subject=2010%20EBIPM%20Field%20School%20Registration
http://www.ebipm.org/
http://doubletree1.hilton.com/en_US/dt/hotel/BOIPRDT-Doubletree-Club-Boise-Idaho/index.do
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/boicy-courtyard-boise-downtown/
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/boidt-springhill-suites-boise-parkcenter/
http://www.grovehotelboise.com/?src=googlemaps_homepage_link
http://www.cambriasuites.com/hotel-boise-idaho-ID042?promo=gglocal
http://www.visitidaho.org/placestostay
http://www.boise.org/Visitors/Accommodations.aspx
http://www.boise.org/

