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April Showers bring great tasting produce!  

 

 

We are in the fields planting seeds, plants and tubers, to provide you with 
the freshest, nutrient packed products available.  If you havenôt sent in your 
order yet please do so soon. Go to www.goodearthfoodalliance.com to sign up 
for your produce share, egg share and Spring Soup Share.    

  

Consider  a Good Ear t h Food Alliance  Egg Share ð
 Thoughts from one of our egg producers, Kate Potter.  I thought you 
might like to know what makes our eggs worthwhile.  You simply will never 
eat better eggs, when I crack one into the skillet in the morning I am always 
amazed at the glowing orange of the yolk and at the way it stands up perky 
in the pan.  The white has integrity too.  It has a good round shape and does 
not spread.  Then when they are cooked and on the plateé.itôs heaven.  The 

flavor is rich and orange,  

 Chickens were created to run free, selecting from the earth what 
they like to eat: worms, bugs, larvae, dandelions and grass.  They eat their 
share of the feed I put before them, but when theyôre not laying eggs or 
roosting in the pine trees, the roam, scratch and peck, which is just as it 

should be.  

 

Spr ing Soup Share 2010 is accept ing sign -ups ï 
 Thoughts from Erin Meyer at Basilôs Harvest.   I am so excited about the 
spring selection of soups.  I have focused on the local spring vegetable harvest 
working with area farmers to buy their fresh produce to create great tasting 
soups.  Image Ricotta, Spinach, & Chicken dumplings with fresh pasta strips, 
Cream of Asparagus, Spring Vegetable soup in a light vegetable stock, Split pea 
with Pottstown Meat & deli bacon, Beef Barley, & Tomato Basil Soup.  These are 
just a few of the soups that we have chosen for the Spring Soup Share.  
  

 Thank you for your support of Locally Made &  Great Tasting Food. 

Join Us for Early Spring Markets 
The f ir st  Sp r ing Market  at  t he Met hod ist  At r ium  is t h is 

Sat urd ay, Ap r il 17, f r om  8 un t il noon .  There w ill also  b e a m ar -
ket  on  May 1 and  May 15.  We w ill b e insid e t he At r ium  and  w ill 
have lo t s t o  sell.  Several GEFA f arm ers w ill b e t here so  com e 
d ow n and  say h i and  b uy som e ear ly sp r ing p rod uce!  Thanks 
f o r  sup p or t ing your  f arm ers GEFA w ill b e host ing a t ab le t op  
display this Sunday, April 18 at the Sun Foundationôs  First Day 
of  t heir  Clean  Wat er  Celeb rat ion , Science River  Walk 1:00 ï 3:00 
p m . along t he Peor ia River f ron t  Walking Trail.  Com e learn  
m ore ab out  t he Good  Ear t h  Food  Alliance LLC and  how  w e 
keep  our  w at er  syst em s clean  b y t he w ay w e f arm  and  grow  
f ood . You m ay jo in  t he CSA t hat  d ay.   
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Drop Locations: 
Hult Health Education 
Wildlife Prairie State 
Park 
Living Earth Farm 
Galesburg 
New for 2010 
Morton 
 
It is only one month 
before our first share 
pick-up.  We look for-
ward to seeing all of 
you soon!! 

http://www.goodearthfoodalliance.com/


News From the Farms  

 

Anne Pat t erson  o f  Living Ear t h  Farmð.I have b een  b usy t end ing an  over  f u ll sm all hoop house 
o f  let t uce, sp r ing greens, and  f lat s o f  p lan t s f o r  sum m er  and  sp r ing p lant ing in t o  t he f ield . 
First  I w as cover ing t h ings w it h  p last ic over  
w ire hoop s t o  keep  t hem  w arm  and  sud d en ly 
this week with the ñheatò spell I was running 
around  p ut t ing up  shad e clo t h .  Get t ing b ed s 
and  f ield s read y f o r  p lan t ing t h is sp r ing has 
b een  d if f erent  t han  p r io r  years. Usually I p lan t  
a w in t er  cover  crop , w h ich  d ies d ow n once it  
f r eezes, w here ear ly sp r ing crop s w ill b e 
planted. Due to rains last fall this didnôt hap-
p en. Inst ead  I am  d ealing w it h  ch ickw eed  go ing 
t o  seed .  Even  t he b est  f arm  p lans m ay b e 
scrat ched  d ue t o  t he w eat her .  Let t uce, sp in -
ach , sp r ing green  salad  m ix, overw in t ered  
leeks, green  gar lic, sor rel, car ro t s and  asp ara-
gus w ill b e harvest ed  t od ay f o r  t he Met hod ist  
Atriumôs Spring Farmersô Market.    

Lynd on  Har t zðHar t z Prod uceðWit h  t he b eaut if u l w eat her  t h is p ast  coup le o f  w eeks, I have 
b een  ab le t o  get  a lo t  p lan t ed .  Last  year  at  t h is t im e, it  seem ed  like everyt h ing w as a st rug-
gle t o  get  p lan t ed , b ecause t he f ield  w as t oo  w et  o r  it  w as rain ing o r  w hat ever .   Th is year  t he 
ground  has w orked  w ell w it h  t he t iller  and  p lant ing has gone m uch  b et t er .   There w ill b e lo t s 
o f  p rod uce go ing in t o  your  b oxes t h is sp r ing! 
Last  Sat urd ay I go t  t he p last ic on  m y new  hoop house.  You can  see a 'b ef ore' p ict ure on  m y 
w eb sit e har t zp rod uce.com .  I had  n ine p eop le out  t here t o  help  p ull it  over ; m y p aren t s 
Lo ren  and  Lor ie, m y em p loyees Mike, Nat e and  Scot t , m y b ro t her  Wes and  h is p regnan t  w if e 
Chr ist ine, and  m y neighb or  Bill.  It  is a 30f t  b y 198f t  p iece o f  greenhouse f ilm  and  w e m an-
aged  t o  get  it  p ulled  over  ok, b ut  t he w ind  cam e up  a b it  and  f o r  ab out  10 m inut es w e all 
just  held  ont o  it  un t il t he w ind  w en t  d ow n.  Then  I w as ab le t o  get  it  secured  t o  t he b ase-
b oard .  I alr ead y have it  half w ay p lan t ed  w it h  ab out  400 let t uces, 175 t om at oes, 100 co lo red  
p ep p ers, som e zucch in i and  t w o  row s o f  green  b eans.   
From  Lind a Presco t tðPet al Song Ap iar ies-  It  has b een  a very hard  year  f o r  t he b ees.  Wit h  
t he very w arm  ear ly w in t er  w eat her  t he b ees st ayed  act ive insid e t heir  b rood  b ox and  w ent  
t h rough  t here st ores o f  honey, no t  leaving t hem selves enough t o  m ake it  un t il sp r ing.  
Losses in  m y ap iar ies t h is w in t er  w ere 80%, all d o  t o  runn ing out  o f  f ood .  For t unat ely, t he 
new  b ees I o rd ered  st ar t  ar r iving Sat urd ay w it h  m ore com ing in  May.  My koh lrab i is up , t h is 
m orn ing I p lan t ed  b eet s and  m ore green  on ions.  The rad ishes, b rocco li r aab   and  o t her  
sp r ing crop s are in  t he ground . 
Er in  MeyerðBasilôs Harvest   The f arm ers are b usy w orking t he so il and  p lant ing so  you and  I 
have great  op p or t un it ies t o  sup p or t  our  local f arm er  and  eat  great  f ood .  The rad ishes, 

m ixed  greens, on ions, sw iss chard , asp aragus, b eet s, & 
sp inach  are p op p ing t h rough  t he ground  show ing t he 
signs o f  a new  season .  
Kat e Pot t erðKateôs Cottage Farm  It 's d ef in it ely 
sp r ing! Goat s are kid d ing; hens are laying; t he f ir st  150 
b ro iler  ch icks have ar r ived .  I've p lant ed  scallions, 
p eas, sp inach , kale, p arsley and  p ot at oes. We also  have 
a new  Great  Pyrenees p up p y w ho  w ill w ork as a live-
st ock guard ian .  
Leslie Schenkle.ðAll t he sp r ing crop s are up  in  t he 
hoop  houses.  The t ract or  is rep aired  and  w e are in  
t he f ield  p lan t ing.  The ch ickens are runn ing around  
eat ing w eed  seed s and  looking f o r  b ugs.  Hop e t o  see 
you all at  t he sp r ing m arket s. 
 


